
FYE 2019

The Georgia Conservancy

Impact Report 



2

The Georgia Conservancy is a statewide, member-supported conservation organization. 
Our work for environmental advocacy, land conservation, coastal protection, sustainable 
growth and outdoor stewardship recognizes the connection between the environment, 

the economy and our quality of life.  

Our Mission Is To Protect & Conserve Georgia’s Natural Resources 
Through Advocacy, Engagement & Collaboration. 
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LETTER FROM 
THE PRESIDENT

Dear Friends,  
 
We hope this finds you well and that you will continue to stay healthy in these unusual times. While the 
Georgia Conservancy works remotely, we continue to adapt our programs as necessary. We are fortunate 
to be able to offer virtual meetings, workshops, and other resources on issues that remain urgent and 
important despite the pandemic.

Thanks to supporters and partners like you, 2019 was an exceptional year for the Georgia 
Conservancy. We are proud of the work we have done, outlined on the following pages. Just as 
importantly, we are excited about the work planned for the coming year. The Georgia Conservancy is 
in a unique position to advance conservation efforts in Georgia for greater resilience and sustainability 
during this pandemic and subsequent recovery.

Georgia faces mounting pressures that affect us now and will for generations. With our state’s 
projected increase in population, the protection of Georgia’s critical lands, waters, and habitats 
means not only natural resources conservation; it requires that our built spaces - cities, towns, and 
neighborhoods - grow and develop more sustainably. In a state known for its natural beauty, it is essential 
to balance the economics of population shifts with their attendant environmental implications. 

To ensure Georgia does not retreat from current protections for our lands and waters in the coming 
year, we continue ongoing and vigilant environmental advocacy on several relevant fronts, including:

•	 Rallying to protect the Okefenokee Swamp, and the headwaters of the St. Marys River, which are 
under significant ecological threat today from proposed mining along Trail Ridge.  

•	 Assisting cities like Albany which seek immediate support. They require technical development 
and planning services for city leadership to strengthen their downtowns and address housing 
needs. They hope to provide greater housing diversity (rental, size, and location) and to support a 
varied workforce better now and in the future while being ecologically-sensitive. 

Enjoy this Impact Report with the knowledge that what we achieve, together, strengthens our 
communities and protects Georgia’s precious natural resources. Thank you for inspiring our Board of 
Trustees and staff, as we continue to shine a light on potential threats to our environment and our 
quality of life.

We understand that each of us has many competing priorities for our finances in these unusual times. 
Please, if you are able, help us with a gift today to the Georgia Conservancy Resilience Fund. Even in 
the best of times, our operational funding depends on the generosity of people like you. Whatever you 
choose to share, please know that we are incredibly grateful for you. Your thoughts, membership gifts, 
and donations make a difference.   

 Thank you for being with us on the journey to a Georgia where people and the environment 
thrive, now and forever. 

 

Bart Gobeil, President



Bald Eagle along the Tallulah River by Steve Rushing
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ADVOCACY

The Georgia Conservancy has 
a long history of advocating for 
the protection of our natural 
resources at the local, state
and federal levels.



To learn more about our Advocacy Program and our efforts during the legislative 
session and beyond, please visit: www.georgiaconservancy.org/advocacy
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 A VOICE FOR NATURE IN FYE2019

83%
Hours Spent at the State Capitol 
During the 40 Day Legislative Session

Pieces of LEgislation 
Monitored60

Voted “YES” on The Georgia OutDoor 
Stewardship Amendment

550

The Georgia Conservancy is at the State Capitol every day of the legislative session 
pushing for conservation-minded measures and fighting against any roll-backs to the 
advancements already made.

During the 2019 Georgia Legislative Session, you supported our Advocacy program 
which worked on or monitored many vital pieces of legislation. Measures that 
we opposed included a bill that would prohibit local input for residential design 
standards (HB 202), legislation that sought to limit the rights of people who 
reside near newly established large-scale agricultural operations (HB 502), and a 
bill that proposed short-term surface mining on certain conservation properties. 
None of these legislative actions passed during the session, but each is eligible for 
consideration during the 2020 Legislative Session.

Legislation that garnered our support under the Gold Dome included a bill to 
establish a sustainable mariculture industry in Georgia (HB 501), a measure that 
sought greater protection of our coastal sand-sharing system through a redefinition 
and clarification of the jurisdictional boundary of the Shore Protection Act, and a 
resolution that clearly states Georgia’s opposition to offshore oil and gas exploration.

Thanks to you, our advocacy work doesn’t stop on the final day of the session. 
During FYE2019, the Georgia Conservancy worked with our conservation partners 
by providing guidance to the rule-making process for the newly-established Georgia 
Outdoor Stewardship Program, monitoring and issuing public comments on federal 
measures that impact Georgia’s land and water, providing information to critical 
legislative study committees during the between session, and educating Georgians
on how to advocate for policies that protect our natural resources.
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Downtown Sandersville by Julian Buckmaster    

SUSTAINABLE Growth

The Georgia Conservancy works to 
foster smart, sustainable development 
across the state, enabling communities 
to grow while using fewer resources and 
disturbing less open space.
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IMAGINING WHAT’S POSSIBLE IN FYE2019

The SUSTAINABLE GROWTH
IMPACT IN GEORGIA

Previous projects

FY 2019 Projects

Newton COUNTY: Housing Choice (TA) Housing 
Study with the Covington Housing Authority

Powder Springs: Small Towns (TA) Georgia Tech 
Studio on corridor design and economic 
development

Atlanta, NPU-G: Neighborhood Master 
Planning; Stormwater and Urban Design (TA)

Savannah: Stormwater and Urban Design (EA)
Exploring neighborhood master planning for 
sea level rise

Canton, Albany, Millen: Asset-based economic 
development (EA), workshop facilitation through 
Georgia Placemaking Collaborative

Valdosta: Housing Choice (EA)
Presentations for the South Georgia Regional 
Commission

Dallas: Housing Choice & Good Urbanism (EA) 
Series of classes

SERVICES PROVIDED:
(TA) = Technical Assistance
(EA) = Education/Awareness 

location: Issue (type of service)

Students in Statewide Good 
Urbanism Classes93

To learn more about our Sustainable Growth Program and to see where in Georgia 
we are working, please visit: www.georgiaconservancy.org/growth

42 Conferenence / Community 
Panels & Presentations

16 Communities engaged by The Sustainable 
Growth Program in 14 Counties Statewide

During FYE2019, the Sustainable Growth Program engaged communities across 
the state to provide expertise on community planning, good urbanism, stormwater 
design, the outdoor recreation economy, and small-town revitalization. The program 
offered lectures, trainings, workshops, master planning and consultation, community 
engagement, and partnered with issue-based experts.
 
The Georgia Conservancy strategically broadened its outreach in 2019 to 
communities faced with issues concerning housing flexibility, affordability, and 
attainability, as the type and location of housing stock have land-use, economic, 
equity, and social justice ramifications for all Georgians and impacts the quality of 
our natural resources.  
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Gopher Tortoise by Steve Rushing

Land Conservation

Land conservation is key to protecting 
our water resources, our plants and 
animals, and our citizens. For that reason, 
the Georgia Conservancy has made it a 
cornerstone of our work.



In FYE2019, the Georgia Conservancy, along with critical partners, founded the 
Association of Georgia Land Trusts (AGLT) to provide land trusts in the state 
with current news, advocacy opportunities, and best practice information on both 
private and public conservation strategies. AGLT also provides a platform for 
Georgia’s land trust community to collaborate on efforts to increase the velocity of 
strategically conserved lands, enhance communications to the landowning public, 
and focus on removing state or county level barriers to conservation easements.

The Georgia Conservancy increased its essential role with the Gopher Tortoise 
Conservation Initiative, which seeks to protect and manage 65 viable populations 
in Georgia for this keystone species of the southern and coastal plain regions. In 
FYE2019, along with key conservation nonprofit partners in the initiative, the 
Georgia Conservancy began work on an outreach strategy to increase awareness of 
both the gopher tortoise and the initiative’s conservation efforts.

The Georgia Conservancy, and a broad coalition of partners, continued to advocate
for the protection of critical habitat in Georgia’s coastal plain through the Sentinel
Landscape Partnership throughout FY2019. The partnership includes Georgia-
based organizations and state and federal agencies with a mission to protect vital 
habitat through the conservation of working and natural lands in South Georgia. 
The coalition works to address specific land conservation needs by enhancing habitat 
management in ecologically-significant areas, including the native longleaf pine 
ecosystem. It also supports agricultural producers while enhancing military readiness 
goals through conservation easements on working farms next to military lands.

Also, during FYE2019, the Georgia Conservancy convened its second Common 
Ground Conservation Summit. The summit provided attendees the opportunity 
to learn about funding mechanisms, land acquisitions, historic preservation, 
collaborations, and the marketing of various approaches taken by communities, 
organizations, and programs to forward a conservation and outdoor recreation-
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PROTECTING OUR LANDS IN FYE2019

150 Attendees of the GEorgia Conservancy’s Second Bi-Annual 
Common Ground Conservation Summit in Athens

28 Partner organizations Convened for the 
Association of GEorgia Land Trusts

To learn more about our Land Conservation Program and to see where in Georgia we 
are working, please visit: www.georgiaconservancy.org/land
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COASTAL Georgia

Georgia’s coast stretches
for nearly 110 miles and features
some of the nation’s most pristine beaches, 
remote salt marshes, and protected 
maritime forests. It has been a priority of 
the Georgia Conservancy to protect it for 
more than fifty years.

Photo of  Sapelo Island by Brian Foster



OFF-Shore Oil And Gas Exploration: The Georgia 
Conservancy remains adamently opposed to a 
proposal by the Federal government that would grant 
offshore oil and gas leases off of the Georgia coast. 
During the 2019 Legislative Session, we successfully 
advocated for the adoption of a State reolution that 
opposes such leases. While the resolution does not 
create binding regulations, it signals to the Federal 
government that Georgia stands united in bipartisan 
opposition offshore oil and gas exploration along our 
Atlantic seaboard.

SHORE PROTECTION ACT (SPA): For more than 40 years, this landmark legislation has 
ensured the protection of the sand-sharing system (dunes, beaches, shoals, and 
sandbars) from adverse impacts of human activity. To provide for more rigorous 
application and coordination of the SPA, in 2019 the SPA was amended so as to 
redefine and clarify the jursidictional line relative to measurements on private and 
public lands. Though the Georgia Conservancy strongly supported redefining and 
clarifying the line, we had perfered to see a landward extension of the line to 50 feet 
on private lands.  We continue to work with legislators and DNR to ensure efficient 
and precise management of the jurisdictional line will continue.

MCINTOSH COUNTY LAND-USE Plan: The Georgia Conservancy’s Coastal Program 
and Sustainable Growth Program completed the natural resources and 
infrastructure elements of McIntosh County’s Comprehensive Land-Use 
Plan for this highly biodiverse and rural county. In addition to the CLUP, 
we met with county officials to review their ecotoursim priorities and to 
help visualize how the county’s extensive conserved lands could be used 
to ehance its economic viability.

OYSTER MARICULTURE: House Bill 105 passed 
during the 2019 Legislative Session allowing 
for the development of shellfish mariculture 
on the Georgia coast. After the session, the 
Georgia Conservancy worked with Georgia 
DNR and Georgia’s oyster farmers as a 
stakeholder in the rulemaking process for the 
newly established industry. 

SPACEPORT CAMDEN: The proposed rocket launch facility, located five miles west of Cumberland 
Island on an abadoned mutions factory site, continues to present environmental concerns. 
Recently, the Georgia Conservancy assessed submittals required for the permitting of the 
spaceport, as well as monitored issues related to the finializing of the Federal Aviation
Administration’s Environmental Impact Statement. 

Cumberland Island: Cumberland Island National Seashore solicited public comments related to a 
forthcoming draft Visitor Use Management Plan. The Georgia Conservancy comments, made 
through the lens of potential environmental impacts, hightlighted issues to be addressed in the 
draft plan, such as an analysis of visitor capacity, access areas, and facilities updates; additional 
recreational opportunities; and the presence of commercial visitor services.
 

To learn more about our Coastal Program and to stay updated on issues affecting our 
coast, please visit: www.georgiaconservancy.org/coast

OYSTER MARICULTURE: House Bill 105 passed during 
the 2019 Legislative Session allowing for the 
development of shellfish mariculture on Georgia’s 
coast. After the session, the Georgia Conservancy 
worked with Georgia DNR and Georgia’s oyster 
farmers as a stakeholder in the rulemaking 
process for the newly-established industry.

Offshore Oil & Gas Exploration: The Georgia Conservancy 
remains adamently opposed to a proposal by the Federal 
government that would grant offshore oil and gas leases 
off of the Georgia coast. During the 2019 Legislative 
Session, we successfully advocated for the adoption of a 
resolution that opposes such leases. While the resolution 
does not create binding regulations, it signals to the Federal 
government that Georgia stands united in bi-partisan 
opposition to offshore oil and gas exploration on our coast.

 
McINTOSH COUNTY LAND USE PLAN: The Georgia Conservancy’s Coastal Program and 
Sustainable Growth Program completed the natural resources and infrastructure 
elements of McIntosh County’s Comprehensive Land-Use Plan for this highly 
biodiverse and rural county. In addition to the CLUP, we met with county officials 
to review their ecotoursim priorities and to help visualize how the county’s 
extensive conserved lands could be used to ehance its economic viability.

Shore Protection Act (SPA): This landmark legislation of 40 years has ensured the protection 
of the sand-sharing system (dunes, beaches, shoals, and sandbars) from adverse impacts 
of human activity. To provide for more rigorous application and coordination of the SPA, 
in 2019 the SPA was amended so as to redefine and clarify the jursidictional line relative 
to measurements on private and public lands. Though the Georgia Conservancy strongly 
supported redefining and clarifying the line, we had perfered to see a landward extension 
of the line to 50 feet on private lands. We continue to work with legislators and DNR to 
ensure efficient and precise management of the jurisdictional line will continue.

SPACEPORT CAMDEN: The proposed rocket launch facility, located five miles west of Cumberland Island 
on an abadoned mutions factory site, continues to present environmental concerns.Recently, the 
Georgia Conservancy assessed submittals required for the permitting of the spaceport, as well as 
monitored issues related to the finializing of the Federal Aviation Administration’s Environmental 
Impact Statement.

CUmberland Island: Cumberland Island National Seashore solicited public comments related to a
forthcoming draft Visitor Use Management Plan. The Georgia Conservancy comments, made
through the lens of potential environmental impacts, hightlighted issues to be addressed in the
draft plan, such as an analysis of visitor capacity, access areas, and facilities updates; additional
recreational opportunities; and the presence of commercial visitor services.
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STRENGTHENING OUR COAST IN FYE2019
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Altamaha River by Andre Turner

Stewardship Trips

Our goal is to create a 
connection between some 
of Georgia’s most precious 
places and the people needed 
to protect them. This is your 
Georgia. Explore it with the 
Georgia Conservancy.



“I was fortunate enough to be able to attend a trip to Ossabaw Island with the Georgia 
Conservancy, and I just loved it! I would love to explore more of our beautiful state with 
the Stewardship Trips Program. The bottom line is that I love Georgia and I am so glad 
I can call it home. I would like to see its beauty and resources conserved for generations 
to come, which is my primary reason for supporting the Georgia Conservancy.” 

882
1,200

TRIP PARTICIPANTS 
On 22 StEWARDSHIP TRIPs

RAFTERS on The Chattahoochee During THe 
Grand Columbus Paddle

MILES PADDLED ON Georgia 
Conservancy Trips111

36 MILES Hiked On Georgia 
Conservancy Trips

- Georgia Conservancy member Maureen Ratliff

To learn more about our Stewardship Trips Program and to see what trips are on our 
current calendar, please visit: www.georgiaconservancy.org/trips
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Previous TRIPS
FY 2019 TRIPS

EXPLORING GEORGIA IN FYE 2019
Stewardship Trips 

Across Georgia

Lower Etowah River Day Paddle: Paddle through 
the rocky shoals and fishing weirs of the Etowah 
River in Bartow County.

Ebenezer Creek Day Paddle: Go back in time 
with us on our annual paddle on historic and 
biodiverse Ebenezer Creek in Effingham County.

SweetwAter Creek DaY Hike: Hike the trails at 
metro Atlanta’s Sweetwater Creek State Park, 
birthplace of the Conservancy.

CloudLand Canyon Adventure Weekend: Camp, 
cave, and hike at Cloudland Canyon State Park, 
Howard’s Waterfall Cave and Lula Lake Land Trust.

Women’s Campout With REI: Learn the basics of 
kayaking, mountain biking and camping during this 
weekend adventure at Unicoi State Park.

Okefenokee Adventure Weekend: Paddle 
through Georgia’s world-renowned natural 
wonder, the Okefenokee Swamp.

Augusta Canal Day Paddle: Explore nature in the 
city along the waters and banks of the Augusta 
Canal National Hertiage Area. 

OSSABAW ISLAND SERVICE WEEKEND: Give back 
during a fun-filled weekend on Ossabaw Island 
State Heritage Preserve. 

Atlanta Old-Growth Forest Hike: Stroll through 
the little-known stands of old-growth along Proctor 
Creek in Atlanta’s Grove Park neighborhood.

The Grand Columbus Whitewater Paddle: Get 
wet during the biggest day of rafting on the 
Chattahoochee River in Uptown Columbus.

Little St. Simons Cambium Weekend: Relax on 
elegant, rustic Little St. Simons Island during 
this exclusive Cambium member weekend.

Sapelo Island Service Weekend: Experience 
nature, history and low-country culture during 
our annual service weekend on Sapelo Island.

Participants in 95 GC-Sponsored / REI-LED Hiking, Biking & YoGA 
Classes on the ATlanta Beltline - Westside Trail931

Heritage
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MEMBERS AND DONORS 
July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019

 

The 1967 Society is central 
to the support of the Georgia 
Conservancy’s overall operating 
budget. This group honors and 
recognizes those who make annual 
gifts at the $2,500-level and above. 
Daily, these leadership gifts make a 
tremendously significant difference 
in the Georgia Conservancy’s ability 
to protect and conserve Georgia’s 
natural resources through advocacy, 
engagement, and collaboration.

Caeli – Air Society
Bradley Currey, Jr. 
Chip and Donna Davidson
Ed and Elly Dobbs
Marvin and Suzanne Peden
Steve and Stephanie Pohl
Susan Beger and Norman Race
Joni Winston 
 
Aqua – Water Society
Ross and Yum Arnold
Randal and Wendy Earley
Greg and Kimberley Euston
Steve Green and Barbara Lynn 		
    Howell
Carol and Douglas Lacy
Kirk and Melissa Malmberg
Curtis Mills

B. Thayer Sibley*
Austin and Stephanie Stephens
Will and Denise Wingate

Terra – Earth Society
Ben and Kathy Barkley
Scott and Jennifer Barnett
Chet Hurwitz and Sara Barron
Brent Beatty
Mark and Crystal Berry
Casey and Garett Bradford
Lisa L. Douglas
Rick and Holly Downey
Gabriel and Kathleen Dumitrescu
John J. and Patricia Godwin        
    Dunleavy
The Kaffezakis Family
Dan and Linda Gerding
Sylvia Gibson
Bo and Chris Hagler
Pamela P. Helms
John Izard, Jr.
Joann G. Jones
Douglas and Carroll Lacy
Mary Anne Lanier
Lacey Lewis
Senator Mack and Leslie Mattingly
Mary Gayle Mingledorff
Dinah Monk 
Mary Morrison
George and Amanda Brown 
    Olmstead
Cindy Weinbaum and Mark  
    Prausnitz

Charles and Becky Ricketts
Jeffrey and Pam Simyon
Michael and Jenny Stubbs
Taylor and Kelly Stukes
Bill and Mildred Tietjen
Anita and Jim Timmons
Scott and Katherine Warden
Penn Wells
Malon and Laura Wickham

 
Silver Cambium
Mr. and Mrs. William J. Albertson
Marshall Allen
H. Tom Ayers
Milton Bell
Greg and Jane Blount
James and Amanda Boron
Charles and Kay Brown
Fran and Rick Buice
Martha J. Clinkscales
Foster Coleman
Charlie and Laura Covert
Joel and Geri Cowan
Paul and Lisa Cox
Charles R. Crisp
Byron Kirkpatrick and Erin Croome
James Lawson and Ann Quattlebaum 
    Curry
Lynne and Lee Davis
William and Marilyn Grist
John Hardman

1967 SOCIETY 
MEMBERS

CAMBIUM-LEVEL 
MEMBERSHIPS & DONATIONS

The generosity and involvement of individual members and donors are central to the success of the Georgia 
Conservancy. Their participation in our community and their thoughtful gifts make a tangible difference for 

Georgia’s environment and Georgia throughout the year.

We greatly appreciate each gift given in support of the Georgia Conservancy, and we have made every effort to 
ensure the accuracy of this listing. Please notify us of any inaccuracies or omissions by contacting 

lpatrick@gaconservancy.org. We regret any errors.
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Eugene Harley
Carolyn Hinderliter
Susanne W. Howe
Andrew Ladd
Mike and Amy LaFerle
Brion Friedman and Deidre Lavieri
Elvira and Jay Mannelly
Tim Moore
Erik Moore
George and Katie Mori
Nancy Murdy
Diane W. Parker
Suzanne and Mac Peden
Russ and Kelli Pennington
Lynn Pollard
Libby and Ernie Prickett
Larry* and Sandra Prince
Mr. and Mrs. David M. Ratcliffe
Alan and Jewett Rothschild
Sachin and Stacy Shailendra
Ron and Anita Shipman
John A. Sibley
Mike and Tina Sizemore
Zolinda Stoneman
Roger and Joanna Stroud
Monica Thornton
Chet Tisdale
Brad and Sally Turner
Joe and Pamela Usher
Derek C. Economy and Ann K. 
    Walter
Wes Wheeler
John and Cindy Williams
John and Judy Willis
George A. Wood
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Wright
Margaret Wyse
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Yellowlees 
		  *deceased

Bronze Cambium
Patricia Thrower Barmeyer
Robert L. Baxter
Charles W. Belin

William E. Bell
Johnny and Latrelle Bembry
Alfred and Courtney Blackmar
James H. Blanchard
Bill and Susan Bledsoe
Mary E. Case
Janet M. Chapman
Christine Tryba-Cofrin and David 
    Cofrin
Hardie and Evett Davis
Muffie Michaelson and Rob Dretler
Teresa F. Fleming
Terry and Patrice Francis
Henry Frysh
John and Judy Girardeau
Bart and Elizabeth Gobeil
Scott and Andrea Goldstrohm
Bill and Connie Goldstrohm
Peter and Jeannie Hartman
Alexander P. and Deborah L. 
    Hinerfeld
Lindsay and Marie Holliday
Susanne W. Howe
Cecil and Sandy Hudson
Baxter Jones
Sandra Linver and Bud Kornman
Harold and Melissa McLendon
Patricia McLeod
Charles and Cindy McMillan
Mary Morrison Moore
Randal Morris
Douglas A. Nail
Elizabeth L. Nelson
PJ and Erica Newcomb
Marguerite Paul
Scott and Bailey Pendergrast
Neila Phillips and Cecil R. Phillips
Erin Quinn
Allan and Diana Ramsay
Christopher Michael Reh
Tom and Ann Rhodes
Edward M. Rogers
Riduan Joesoef and Mary Serdula
Hope Maynard Flammer and Jay D. 

    Shaffer
Triska Drake and G. Kimbrough     
    Taylor
Warren and Kelly Turner
Col. Bradley Vickers
Wyatt J. Whaley
Frank A. Wickstead
Suzanne H. Williams

Cambium
Paul H. Anderson
Anonymous
Elizabeth L. Asbury
Kyle Ball
Jay Banos
Robert L. Baxter
Gene Beck
Charles W. Belin
John and Vivian Bencich
Ric Wilson and Mickey Betts
Jennifer P. Beynart
Ann Victoria Blalock
Mr. and Mrs. Braye C. Boardman
Dan R. Boatright
Laurie and Aaron Brown
Lori M. Brown
Jon and Dayle Burns
Paul and Sara Cadenhead
Tom and Becky Callahan
Bob and Janet Campbell
Daniel B. Caplan
Robert M. Carlton
Jesse and Cheryl Carson
IBM Employee Services Center
Rebecca A Champion
Kevin Chatham-Stephens
Russ B. Childers
Mary Clements
Melissa Cobbs
Ralph W. Connell
O. C. and Manita Dean
Don and Patricia Destephano
Dana and Clyde Dixon
Art and Alice Domby
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William and Brenda Dreyer
Drew and Kathy Ernst
William A. Erwin
Mike and Shannon Everly
Gilmer C. Ewing 
R. Fenton-May
Susan Ferguson
Beth and Rudy Fernandez
Rachel Fiore
Randy and Dee Forester
Sara Fountain
Terry and Patrice Francis
West Fraser
Jeffrey Glover and Carrie Furman
Lauren Giles
Robert and Brenda Gordon
Richard Dwight Griner
Dan and Mary Guill
Arthur and Alisa Haber
Sheffield and Elizabeth Hale
Mr. and Mrs. Nedom A. Haley
Victoria Hamrick
Frank and Sally Hanna
Robert Harbin
Virginia Barrow Harman
Michael and Judy Hartley
Nancy Hickey
Karen Hill
Phillip and Cathy Hodges
David and Kate Hodgins
Carol Hoffman
Bill and Leah Horton
Donald and Lynne Howe
Martin and Ganelle Huddleston
Jim and Pat Hudson
R. William Ide, III
Ty and Cathy Ivey
Richard James
Cynthia Jeness
Andrew Thomas Jones
Eugene Keferl
John Gavin MacDonald and Mary 
M. Kimberly
Daniel and Nancy Jo Kirk

Jennifer Kostyrna
Amy Landesberg
Charlie Burton and Stella Lang
Janet Brooks and Joel Laseter
Michael and Jennifer Leavey
Avery and Anna Lewis
Karen Liese
William Lord
Alfred S. Lurey
Daniel MacIntyre
Kathy Mackay
Carlos and Carol M. Martel
Andrew D. McClintock
Johanna McCrehan
Herbert A. McKenzie
Bee and Vic McNeil
William L. Medlin
Margaret N. Mermin
Rebecca Merrill
Deanna S. Milledge
Terry and Deborah Minor
Josephine C. Moore
Terry Murphy
Steve and Peggy Newfield
Michael Roach and Kim Nikles
Bobbi Accord Noland
Michael O’Shaughnessey
Bill and Victoria Orr
Dudley and Kay Ottley
Helen B. Outler
Henry and Diane Parkman
Sharon Pauli
Alec Pearson
Craig and Terri Pendergrast
Richard Perera
Sophia Brothers Peterman
Elisabeth H. Phillips
Teed and Sadler Poe
Brittany Ponder
James Powers
George and Suzie Rains
Patrick Ray
Mike Ray
Ellen Leiby and Cody Redden

Barbara and Ron Reid
Connie and John Reinke
Cynthia Rhodes
Batini Robinson
Heather W. Rodbell
Philip Rogers
Helen and Joel Rogers
Darice Benjamin Rose
Dr. Martin Rosenman
Steve and Ann Rushing
Nancy Hostetter and Stan Samuels
Sara M. Schindel
Andrew and Alice Schock
Jenice Sesti
R.J. Berry and Jane Seward
Amanda Shailendra
David Shanker
Cheryl Shaw
Charlie and Margaret Shufeldt
Kim Siegelson
John A. Smith
Stephen Spiegel
Rob and Amy Stanley
Amalia and Scott Stephens
Jim and Esther Stokes
Charles and Onetta Thomas
Jeffrey M. Valley
Marianne Velker
Melanie and Keith Vickers
Talia M. Viggers
Jeptha Emily Wade
Charlie and Molly Warendh
Wyatt J. Whatley
Karen A. Wilkins
Ellis W. Williams
Marianna Wilson
Henry Wischusen
Cynthia Wolfe
Jennifer Wood
William Wright
L. Paige Younkins
Thomas Davis and Maureen Zent
Jane and Steve Zoellick
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The following donors made gifts to 
the Georgia Conservancy in honor 
or in memory of those who have 
inspired or affected them. Donors 
are listed below the honoree. 

In Honor of Dr. Jerry Brussack 
Khari and Celeste Dickson
Beth Ranney

In Honor of Senator Mack and 
    Mrs. Leslie Mattingly 
The Colleen and Sam Nunn Family 
Foundation

In Honor of Ed MacMillan 
Theresa Ireland

In Honor of Sam Prausnitz-
    Weinbaum
Mark Prausnitz and Cindy 
    Weinbaum

In Honor of Rob Williams 
David and Martha Clinkscales
Johnny and Latrelle Bembry

In Memory of Elizabeth Austin
Walter N. Lewis

In Memory of Guerry Garrett 
    Barton
Abby Provenzano (Southern 
    Polymer, Inc)
Bobby and Joyce Turner

In Memory of Kay Beynart
Holly and Christopher Bernene
Jennifer Beynart Pachus
Polly Fraser and Paul Scharff

Patricia Ratner McWeeney
Bob and Mary Helen Miller
Clair and Thomas Muller
Maxine Makover and Jack Paul
Maryanne and Peter Quinn
Tamara and Anthony Rogers
John Sibley, III
Jim and Esther Stokes
Jim and Betty Ann Wylie

In Memory of Paul Blakey
Karen Huebner

In Memory of Ryan Dakota 
   Cauthen
Mr. Fred C. and Dr. Jane Turner

In Memory of David Burton 
    Hinderliter
R. William Ide, III

In Memory of Theresa Perenich
Lizzy and Michael Conroy

In Memory of Jeffrey A. Record
Mr. and Mrs. Richard L. Collier

In Memory of Lucy Smethurst
Beth and Crawford Barnett

In Memory of Charles B. Smith
Ed, Claire, Matt, and Lettie 
    Carswell
Anne Abramowitz Junget

In Memory of Michael Stanfield
Susan Wheeler and Emily Stallings

In Memory of Marguerite Neel 
    Williams
Williams Family Foundation
 

 
 
Corporation, Foundation, and 
Organization support is deeply 
appreciated by the Georgia 
Conservancy community. These 
gifts significantly enhance support 
from individual members and 
donors, supporting the Georgia 
Conservancy’s operations, programs, 
and services throughout Georgia.
 
The 2492 Fund
AFLAC 
Anonymous (2) 
AYCO Charitable Foundation 
Atlanta BeltLine Partnership 
Bank of America
Bank of America
Charitable Gift Fund
The Barron Fund at The Community 
    Foundation for Greater Atlanta 
Benevity Community Impact Fund 
Blanche Lipscomb Foundation 
Bright Wings Foundation
Callaway Foundation, Inc.
The Cherokee Garden Club 
    Community Fund
CLC Foundation
The Coca-Cola Company
Colonial Group, Inc.
Columbus Convention & Visitor’s
    Bureau
Community Foundation for Greater 
    Atlanta
Community Foundation for the 
    Central Savannah River Area 
Community Foundation of Greater 
    Chattanooga
Community Foundation for the   
    Chattahoochee Valley
Cox Enterprises, Inc.

GIFTS THAT HONOR 
AND REMEMBER

CORPORATE, FOUNDATION 
AND ORGANIZATION GIFTS
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Dan and Merrie Boone Foundation
EarthShare of Georgia
Enterprise Holdings Foundation 
Family Muhlenkamp Charitable    
    Fund of The Pittsburgh 
    Foundation
Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta 
Fidelity Charitable
George M. Brown Trust Fund of 
    Atlanta
Georgia Aquarium
Georgia Ports Authority
Georgia Power Company
Georgia-Pacific Foundation
Goldman Sachs Philanthropy Fund 
Gulfstream Aerospace
Half-Moon Outfitters, Inc.
Harriett McDaniel Marshall Trust 
Hodges, Harbin, Newberry & 
    Tribble Inc.
The Home Depot
The Honorable Sam and Colleen & 
    Sam Nunn Family Foundation 
Housing Authority of the City of 
    Covington
inFaith Community Foundation
The J.P. Morgan Charitable Gift 
    Fund 
Jamestown Development & 
    Construction
Jewish Federation of Greater Atlanta
John W. Kimmons Fund
KIA Motors Manufacturing Georgia
Morgens West Foundation 
National Financial Services 
National Philanthropic Trust 
Novelis, Inc.
Patagonia
R. Howard Dobbs Jr. Foundation
The Ray C. Anderson Foundation
REI 
Raymond James Charitable 
Endowment Fund
Savannah Presbytery, MK Pentecost 
    Fund

 WHERE DO GEORGIA CONSERVANCY 
MEMBERS LIVE?

Scamper Van
Shaw Industries, Inc. 
SolAmerica Energy
South State Bank
TSYS
The Weeks Family Fund at the     
   Athens Area Community
   Foundation
Trailsend Foundation
Trinity Presbyterian Church
Tull Charitable Foundation, Inc. 
Turner Foundation, Inc.
UPS
Usher Farms
Vanguard Charitable
The Vaughan W. Brown Family 
    Foundation
W.C. Bradley Company
Wells Fargo Bank

Matching Gifts
Bank of America Matching Gifts
Bank of America Foundation
IBM International
Once For All Trust 
State Farm Companies Foundation 
SunTrust Foundation
U.S. Bank Foundation

In-Kind Support
ASW Distillery
Acapella Books
Bembry & Bembry
Café Campesino
Cathy Sakas
Dennis Dean Catering 
Emerald Hare
Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta
Georgia Women Fly Fishers
Georgia State Parks
Leapfrog Services
The Lodge at Little St. Simons Island
Mark Warren
Mermaid Cottages
Montane Sparkling Spring Water

Southeast Adventure Outfitters
Southeastern Cave Conservancy
Sweetwater Brewing Co.
Three Rivers Outdoors
Uptown Columbus
Velvet Caravan
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NATURAL PARTNERS 
July 1, 2018 - June 30, 2019 

The Georgia Conservancy has accomplished much in our 53 years, and we pride ourselves on being an 
organization that collaborates with a diverse range of partners to forward a culture of conservation in Georgia. 

Our Natural Partners are some of the Georgia Conservancy’s strongest corporate allies in the conservation and 
stewardship of Georgia’s natural resources. 

 
Natural Partners have a stake in the environmental and economic well-being of our state, and help financially 

support our mission throughout the year.

Learn more at www.georgiaconservancy.org/naturalpartners

ECOBENEFETE SPONSORS



20



21

GEORGIA CONSERVANCY STAFF (SPRING 2020)

Bart Gobeil, President
Katherine Moore, Vice President of Programs
Jane Zoellick, Vice President of Development
Felixsha Abram, Finance & Operations Manager
Leah Dixon, Advocacy Director
Brian Foster, Communications Director 
Nick Johnson, Senior Planner
Clark Harrison, Stewardship Trips Director
Charles McMillan, Coastal Director
Liza Mueller, Development & Engagement Director 
Lisa Patrick, Executive Assistant
Danesha Louis, Membership & Donor Relations 
    Manager

GENERATION GREEN BOARD (SPRING 2020)

Stephanie Teta, Interface Board Chair
Bruce Battle, Burton Energy Group
Sofia Bork, Truist Bank
Justin Brightharp, Center for Transportation and the 
    Environment
Will Bryan, Southeast Energy Efficiency Alliance
Mandy Cobb, Resource Branding
Kallen Deck, MailChimp
Blais Hickey, Georgia Tech MBA Candidate
Yeou-Rong Jih, The Greenlink Group
Lilly Klehr, UPS
Kate Lee, Southeast Energy Efficiency Alliance
Roberta Moore, The Conservation Fund
Samantha Morton, SK Collaborative
Wendy Norena, Center for Transportation and the 
    Environment
Sarah Page, DeKalb County Government
Eboni Preston, Greening Youth Foundation
Sabina Tungaraza, Cox Communications

Claire “Yum” Arnold
Joel Cowan
Bradley Currey, Jr. 
Ann Curry
Andrew H. Ernst
Douglas R. Hooker

E. Cody Laird, Jr.
Elliott Levitas
Clay C. Long 
Joe Montgomery 
Laura Turner Seydel
John A. Sibley III
James Timmons, Jr. 

ADVISORY BOARD (SPRING 2020)

GEORGIA CONSERVANCY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES (SPRING 2020)

Leslie Mattingly*, St. Simons Island, Attorney  Board Chair 
Felicia Adkins, Canton, UPS
Brent Beatty*, Atlanta, Figure 8
Mark S. Berry*, Douglasville, Georgia Power Company 
Hardie Davis Jr., Hephzibah, Mayor, City of Augusta 
Richard S. Downey, Atlanta, Regions Business Capital, Retired
Randy Earley, Marietta, Cox Enterprises 
Patrice Francis,* Atlanta, Southwest Atlanta Christian Academy 
Steve Green, Savannah, Stephen Green Properties
Virginia Barrow Harman, Rome, McRae, Smith, Peek, Harman 

& Monroe LLP
Peter M. Hartman, Atlanta, Hartman Simons & Wood LLP
Holden Hayes, Savannah, South State Bank
Byron Kirkpatrick*, Atlanta, Troutman Sanders 
Mike LaFerle, Marietta, Home Depot
Randal Morris, White Oak, GP Cellulose 
Robert Morris, Tybee Island, Georgia Ports Authority
PJ Newcomb, Decatur, Coca-Cola North America
Amanda Brown Olmstead*, Atlanta, A. Brown Olmstead 
    Associates
Ranse Partin*, Atlanta, Conley Griggs Partin LLP 
Russ Pennington*, Brookhaven, McGuireWoods LLP
Steven E. Pohl*, Atlanta, Novelis, Inc., Retired
Stacey Shailendra, Atlanta, Ansley Atlanta Real Estate
W. Michael Subbs, Macon, Hodges, Harbin, Newberry & Tribble 

Inc.
Charles Thomas*, Mableton, Williams-Russell & Johnson, Inc
Anita A. Timmons, Atlanta, Retired Teacher and Business Owner
Malon Wickham, Columbus, Wells Fargo Advisors LLC 
Stephanie Teta**, Atlanta, Interface 

*Executive Committee Member **Ex Officio 
Member
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Pileated Woodpecker at Clyde Shepherd Nature Preserve by Steve Rushing
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Balance Sheet

$615,851

$100,000

$75,498

  $791,349

$ 90,978

$446,362

$154,009

$100,000

$791,349

Cash and Cash 
Reserve

Endowment Fund

Other Assets

Total Assets

Total Liabilities

Unrestricted Fund Balance

Temporarily Restricted Fund 
Balance

Permanently Restricted Fund 
Balance

Total Equity

The Georgia Conservancy is a private nonprofit 
organization. The Conservancy’s revenues come 
from a combination of individual memberships, 
unrestricted gifts, restricted grants, stewardship 
trip fees, special events, and the sale of 
merchandise.  All contributions are tax 
deductible as allowed by law.  A certified public 
accounting firm audits the Georgia Conservancy 
annually. 

INCOME & EXPENSES
[audited]

If you have any questions about our 
Accounting or Financing, please contact 
Georgia Conservancy Finance Director 
Felixsha Abram at fabram@gaconservancy.org

$

$$

$
$

$

$

$

$

$

$
$

$

FY2019 OPERATING REVENUE:  $1,231,614

FY2019 OPERATING EXPENSES: $1,466,743 



www.georgiaconservancy.org

Headquarters
230 Peachtree Street NW

Suite 1250
Atlanta, GA 30303
(404) 876 - 2900

mail@gaconservancy.org

Coastal Office
428 Bull Street, Suite 210

Savannah, GA 31401
(912) 447 - 5910

coast@gaconservancy.org

#thisismyga

@gaconservancy A GEORGIA WHERE PEOPLE AND THE ENVIRONMENT THRIVE.

Cover photo of Shoals Spider Lilies on the Flint River by Chris Drummond 
Printing generously provided by Federal Home Loan Bank of Atlanta


